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the sanitary survey, moderately polluted shellfish growing areas should be
examined rather intensively for the presence and density of coliform organ-
isms, particularly in those portions of the areas bordering on the approved
areas. Only occasional bacteriological samples are necessary from areas
which the sanitary survey indicates are obviously free from pollution or are
grossly polluted.
Public Health Reason: The probable presence or absence of pathogenic
organisms in shellfish waters and therefore the probable contamination of
shellfish contained in such waters is of the greatest importance in decid-
ing whether or not shellfish obtained from such areas may be marketed
directly without submitting them to further treatment or whether the shell-
fish obtained from such areas should be subjected to purification or cleans-
ing processes before granting permission to market them. There is no
practicable process on which to base judgment regarding the probable
freedom of such areas from the presence of pathogenic organisms other
than by making a careful inventory of all the actual and potential sources
of pollution which might effect the area, carefully weighing the probability
that natural purification will protect shellfish areas and testing any conclu-
sions thus reached by a series of bacteriological examinations of samples
of water to determine the most probable number of coliform bacteria pres-
ent (organisms associated with sewage pollution).
2.3 Approved Shellfish Areas
2.4 Grossly Polluted Closed Areas
2.3 Approved Shellfish Areas.-Approved shellfish areas shall. satisfy the
following conditions:
The sanitary survey shall disclose no likelihood that human fecal dis-
charges reach the area in dangerous concentrations or before sufficient time
has elapsed to render such discharges innocuous.
The median bacteriological content of samples of water collected from
those portions of the area determined by sanitary survey to be most prob-
ably exposed to fecal contamination shall not show the presence of organ-
isms of the coliform group in excess of 70 per 100 ml. of water expressed
in terms of most probable numbers (MPN) in a series of samples from
each station sufficient to determine the conditions existing. These samples
shall have been collected throughout tile suspected area during one or
more active shellfish seasons during which conditions as disclosed by the
sanitary survey shall have remained practically unchanged. The samples
shall have been collected under various stages of tide and with due con-
sideration to varying weather conditions.  .
Bacteriological re-examinations of the area must be made whenever pe-
riodical sanitary surveys made not less frequently than once every two
years, indicate that there may have been a significant increase in the  uan-
tity of sewage entering tile area since the last bacteriological examinations
were made.
Permanent sampling stations shall be located on a chart of the area show-
ing principal hydrographic and topographic data. (Charts of the U. S. Coast
and Geodetic Survey should be used whenever they are available for the
area under consideration.)


